
Living Lessons on 
Resourcefulness 



Human Reasoning  (vs.)  God’s Word 

Why it is Important 

  Respect and  Reverence  toward God   

JEALOUSY 

Spiritual Discernment 



    Definition  of  Resourcefulness  

Having the ability to find quick and clever 
ways to overcome difficulties. Oxford English 
Dictionary. 



Pulex  Irratans 
Each segment of the 
fleas body is covered 
with armored plates.        
The itching sensation of a 
flea bite is caused by the 
fleas saliva which is 
injected into the wound. 
The saliva contains an 
anticoagulant which 
prevents the blood from 
clotting. 

The     Flea 



            Vacuum  Cleaner 
Removed the greatest number of fleas 



“A life and  death battle will always rage between the 
unresourceful, who depend on human reasoning, and  the 
resourceful who depend upon Godly creativity to reveal 
unseen provisions.         

How is the warfare of 
resourcefulness illustrated 
in the world of nature?  

PULEX  
IRRITANS 



         Covered      Wagon   
A pioneer family traveling across the open prairie are 
already convinced  they need to depend on their ability to 
be resourceful 



One of the more difficult problems they had 
encountered was a prolonged attack by 
mysterious intruders. The intruders were 
(resourceful )as they cleverly concealed 
themselves and evaded detection. 



You could hear the chirping hatched  chicken  eggs  

“When we are reviled we bless, when we are 
persecuted , we endure”  (1 Cor. 4:12  NASB) 



They could only achieve this by maintaining 
cleanliness of their hearts, lives, and everything 
they owned. Only then could they hope to 
overcome the (resourcefulness) of the little flea 
that had been a bothersome hitchhiker on one of 
the chickens they had brought to their new 
homestead. 



•  God sent different …sorts of flies and 
lice upon the Egyptians (Psa.105:31) 



“This is the finger of God”     Ex.8:19 

“After whom is the king of Israel 
come out…..After a flea”  (1Sam.
24:14) 

Now then ,do not let my blood fall to the 
ground away from the presence of the 
LORD; for the king of Israel has come out 
to search for a single flea, just as one 
hunts a partridge in the mountains.”  (1 
Sam.20:26   NASB) 



Why is resourcefulness important? 

“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.” (Gen.1:28) 



       Ark  of  the  Covenant 
The most  important  item in the    
formal worship of Jehovah 

1 Sam.7:2 



Then Samuel spoke to the house of Israel, saying,  “If you 
return to the LORD with all your heart ,remove  the foreign 
God’s  and the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your 
hearts to the LORD and serve Him alone; and He will 
deliver you from the hand of the Philistines. 1 Sam.7:3 
(NASB) 

“Give me your heart, my son, And let your eyes delight 
in my ways.”  (Prov.23:26  NASB) 



    SAUL    CHASING    DAVID 
David is warned by Jonathan that King 
Saul wants to kill him 



  An unusual request 
“Give me five loaves of bread      
 

1Sam.21:3 



A   LEGACY   OF   INTEGRITY 

David went to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest. Ahimelech 
trembled when he met him, and asked, “Why are you 
alone? Why is no one with you..”   (1Sam.21:1 NIV)  

“The king charged me with a certain matter and said 
to me, ‘no one is to know anything about your 
mission and your instructions. As for my men, I 
have told them to meet me at a certain place, Now 
then, what do you have on hand? Give me five 
loaves of bread, or whatever you can find.”  (1Sam. 
21:2-3) 



Why did David not tell Ahimelech the truth? 

Now one of Saul’s servants was there that day, detained 
before the LORD; he was Doeg the Edomite, Saul’s 
head shepherd.  (1Sam.21:7) 

But Abiathar, a son of Ahimelech son of Ahitub escaped 
and fled to join David. He told David that Saul had killed 
the priests of the LORD. Then David said to Abiathar: “ 
That day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, I knew he 
would be sure to tell Saul, I am responsible for the death 
of your whole family..  (1Sam.22”20-22  NIV) 



Was Ahimelech wrong to give David the 
Showbread? 

“It shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in 
a holy place; for it is most holy to him from the LORD’S 
offerings by fire, his portion forever.”  (Lev.24:9) 

When	  a	  stranger	  resides	  with	  you	  in	  your	  land,	  you	  shall	  not	  do	  
him	  wrong.	  The	  stranger	  who	  resides	  with	  you	  shall	  be	  to	  you	  as	  
the	  na7ve	  among	  you.,	  and	  you	  shall	  love	  him	  as	  yourself,	  for	  you	  
were	  aliens	  in	  the	  land	  of	  Egypt;	  I	  am	  the	  LORD	  your	  God.	  	  	  (Lev.
19:33-‐34	  NASB)	  



       SHOWBREAD 
   12  LOAVES    12   TRIBES                                        



AHIMELECH 

                  In a turbulent time 



Ahimelech had to discern 
the spirit of the law. 

Then the LORD spoke to 
Moses saying. “Tell Aaron 
and his sons to be careful 
with the holy gifts of the 
sons of Israel, which they 
dedicate to me, so as not 
to profane My holy name; I 
am the LORD….a person 
who touches any such 
shall be unclean until 
evening…No layman, 
however, is to eat the holy 
gift.” (Lev.22:1,2,6,10)NASB 



“Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE 
SEPARATE,” says the Lord. “AND DO NOT TOUCH 
WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you. 2 Cor.6:17 
NASB) 

“Depart, depart, go out from there, Touch nothing 
unclean.” (Isa. 52:11 NASB) 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good 
and acceptable and perfect.   (Rom. 12:2  NASB) 

But grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  (2 Pet. 3:18  NASB) 



  JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES 
     Picking  Grain on the Sabbath 
     Luke 6:3-5    



KING  SAUL   and    SAMUEL 

You have done a foolish thing 
Samuel said, “You have not 
kept the command the LORD 
your God gave you.” (1 Sam. 
13,13 NIV) 
Apparently king Saul was not evilly 
intentioned, but lacked proper respect 
and reverence for the LORD, as with 
some in spiritual Israel today (R5647) 

This may be said to 
be the beginning of 
Saul’s rejection of 
the LORD.  



VIOLENCE   AGAINST   AHIMELECH 
“Why have you conspired against me , you and 
the son of Jesse, giving him bread and a sword 
and inquiring of God for him, so that he has 
rebelled against me and lies in wait for me, as 
he does today?”   (1Sam. 22:13  NIV) 
“Who of all your servants is as loyal as David, 
the king’s son-in-law, captain of your bodyguard 
and highly respected in your household? Was 
that the first time of God for him? Of course not. 
Let not the king accuse your servant or any of 
his father’s family, for your servant knows 
nothing about this whole affair.”(1Sam.22:14 NIV 



JELEOUSY    MOTIVATES    SAUL 

   PRIEST                 PROPHET 



Samuel said to Saul, “you have acted foolishly, you have 
not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, which 
He commanded you, for now the LORD would have 
established your kingdom over Israel forever.   (1 Sam. 
13:13  NASB) 

Why then did you not obey Him? Why did you rush to 
grab the loot, and do so what displeases the 
LORD?” (1Sam. 15:19  * To obey is better than sacrifice. 
* 

And the king said to the guards who were attending him, 
Turn around and put the priests of the LORD to death, 
because their hand also is with David and because they 
knew he was fleeing and did not reveal it to me. (1 Sam. 
22:17 



The  king then ordered Doeg. “You turn and 
strike down the priests.” So Doeg the Edomite 
turned and struck them down. That day he 
killed eighty-five men who  wore the linen 
ephod. Also put  to the sword Nob. The town of 
the priests, with its men and women, its 
children and infants, and its cattle, donkeys 
and sheep.  (1Sam. 22:18-19  NIV) 



1)  Human Reasoning Vs. God’s Word 
2)  The Importance of Preparation 
3)  Why is Being Resourceful Important? 
4)  Direct your Hearts 
5)  A	  Turbulent	  Time	  
6)  Ahimelech’s  Discernment 
7)  Separate Ourselves 
8)  Jealousy 
9)  To Obey is Better than Sacrifice 
10)  Resourcefulness only Good when 

used correctly 


